
 

 

What changes with the new maps? 

The maps redrawing the state House, Senate and Governor’s Council and Congressional districts 

were passed overwhelmingly.  

Senate Chairman Stanley Rosenberg and House Chairman Michael Moran announced several 

modifications to the map after the initial release. On the House side, the town of Plainfield was 

moved back into the First Franklin District, several Marlborough precincts were reunited in a 

single district, and one heavily Latino populated precinct was moved back into the Second 

Suffolk District, represented currently by Rep. Eugene O'Flaherty, after being shifted to the First 

Suffolk District.  

The Senate also made an adjustment shifting a majority-minority populated precinct along Blue 

Hill Avenue in Dorchester and Mattapan into Sen. Sonia Chang Diaz’s newly drawn Second 

Suffolk District. Chang-Diaz currently represents the neighborhood, and this would preserve that 

status.  

The new map will double the number of minority-majority districts in the House (from 10 to 20) 

and proposes a total of three such districts in the Senate (one in Hampden County and two in 

Boston).  

Also, seven will be single-minority districts — three where blacks represent a majority and four 

(including a new open seat in Lawrence) where Hispanics represent the majority. 

Minorities in the Commonwealth now make up 20 percent of its diversity. There are currently 10 

minority-majority state representative seats and 2 minority-majority state senate seats, making up 

only 5 percent of the elected officials in the State House. 



 

 

In two cases, a pair of state representative incumbents will have to square off against each other 

to keep their jobs. Those are Paul Mark (D-Hancock) and Gailanne Cariddi (D-North Adams) in 

Berkshire County and Paul Adams (R-Andover) and James Lyons (R-Andover). 

Minority-majority districts — where the percentage of racial minorities make up the majority of 

the population — will increase to three in the State Senate and from 10 to 20 in the House. 

A new Hispanic-majority House district will be created in Lawrence. 

For the first time in his career, Boston State Rep. Byron Rushing will represent a minority-

majority district after chairmen removed parts of Cambridge from his district. 

Boston’s minority-majority districts increased from 7 to 10, including a Hispanic-majority 

district in East Boston. 

Note: Rep. Moran told the Boston Herald that the new Hispanic-dominated district in Lawrence 

increases the chances of a new Hispanic legislator in 2013. 

Congressional update: 

The Special Joint Committee on Redistricting made bold moves by lumping two members of the 

delegation into a single district while also creating the state's first district where black, Hispanic 

and Asian-American voters are in the majority.  

The new map, signed into law this week, includes nine congressional seats, down from the 

current 10. The state lost one of its seats because of faster population growth in the South and 

West documented in the 2010 census. 

The map carves up the existing 107-community district of U.S. Rep. John Olver. The map was 

unveiled on Beacon Hill shortly after Olver said on Oct. 26 he would retire when his term ends 

next year.  

Olver's district, currently about 645,000 people, was basically divided between the districts of 

U.S. Rep. Richard Neal and U.S. Rep. James P. McGovern. Because of the loss of a seat, each 

congressional district needed to expand to include about 727,000 people. 

Also, U.S. Rep. Niki Tsongas, a Lowell Democrat, picked up about 120,000 people now in 

Olver's district including the cities of Gardner and Fitchburg in central Massachusetts. 



 

 

Under the new map, there are two districts west of Worcester. Currently, three are west of 

Worcester including two based in Western Massachusetts. The new map divides Palmer, sending 

one precinct into the district of McGovern. 

The map also splits the Pioneer Valley, handing territory in Franklin and Hampshire counties to 

the Worcester district. McGovern's district would include Greenfield, Northampton and Amherst. 

Neal's district would include all of Berkshire County. 

The new congressional map also establishes a new southeastern Massachusetts district that 

includes Cape Cod, Plymouth and New Bedford. 

No incumbent lives in the newly formed district, but freshman U.S. Rep. William Keating, a 

Democrat, has indicated that he will run in it. Keating lives in Quincy, which would be pulled 

into the same district as the one where U.S. Rep. Stephen Lynch, D-South Boston, now lives. 

Keating’s family also owns a home on Cape Cod. 
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