
From the Acting Executive Director 
Bishop Bud Cederholm

ECM Annual Dinner Celebrates the 
Past, Present & Future!Striving for Peace,  

Justice and Respect

Iwas humbled and honored when asked 
to be the Acting Director of ECM in this 
time of transition. I love transition min-

istry and set to work eagerly. I have been 
deeply blessed by the work, passions and 
dedication to justice I have experienced 

through the ECM staff, 
Executive Committee, 
our mission partnerships 
in the diocese, congre-
gations, community 
organizations and the 
dozens of grantees we 
fund each year. The  

dinner in June, speakers, video, and 
awardees showed the breadth and depth 
of ECM’s ministry and mission toward jus-
tice and inspired us all. Dear readers, we 
have YOU to thank. Your prayers, support 
and the many ways you, as God’s instru-
ments of peace and justice, have helped 
ECM serve and befriend the least, last, lost 
and the left out. These past few months 
have shown me the depth and extent to 
which ECM has touched and changed 
lives largely unknown to me as priest and 
bishop in the diocese for over 32 years. I 
am convinced more than ever that every 
congregation who cares about justice and 
peace needs to have delegates to ECM, 
and ECM needs the passion and wisdom 
of delegates from every congregation. 
What do you think? Let us know.
 As Noah Evans said at the June dinner, 
we are very thankful for Executive Director 
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Episcopal City Mission is a faith-based ministry which promotes social and 
economic justice working through congregations, community-based organizations and people within 

the Diocese of Massachusetts, with special emphasis on the urban poor and oppressed. 

AllThingsNew
The Newsletter of the Episcopal City Mission

B u i l d i n g  C o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  P a r t n e r s h i p

f a l l  2 0 1 5

ECM’s Annual Fundraising Dinner  
on June 9th was a joyous celebration 
of the past, present and future. The 

evening, shared by 450 supporters and 
friends, celebrated another year of our 
work for social and economic justice as 
well as the 40th Anniversary of the Burgess 
Urban Fund. The evening was also a time 
to celebrate the present as we welcomed 
Bishop Alan M. Gates, the new President 
of ECM, to his first ECM Annual Dinner.  

The Past
It was a joyous occasion to hear from 
three of the original four men who laid  
the foundation of the Burgess Urban Fund 

and steered it to what it is today—The 
Rev. Canon Ed Rodman and Mel King in 
person and The Rev. Thomas Kennedy  
on video (The Rev. Gil Avery couldn’t  
be with us.) Ed Rodman took the stage  
to introduce a video about the Fund’s  
beginning, to welcome Bishop Burgess’ 
daughters, Margaret Burgess Harrison and 
Julia Burgess, and to share his memories 
of creating the Joint Urban Fund, which 
was later renamed the Burgess Urban 
Fund in honor of Bishop Burgess’ retire-
ment in 1975 and started with $250,000  
in contributions from every parish in the 
Diocese.  Rodman then quickly called  
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The Rev. Canon Ed Rodman, one of the original four who steered the direction of the Burgess Urban 
Fund, is flanked by Renata Teodoro (left), Co-Founder of the Student Immigrant Movement, a current 
Burgess Urban Fund grantee, and Katie Campbell Simons, ECM’s Associate Director of Community 
Partnerships & Public Policy



Mel King to join him at the podium. King 
took advantage of his time at podium to 
urge attendees to support reform of the 
state’s criminal justice system based on 
the day’s earlier hearing at the State House. 
Rodman’s parting words were: “Don’t  
stop now.” Rodman and King were clearly 
proud to hear that over the last 40 years, 
the Burgess Urban Fund has provided 
nearly $5 million in grants to 283 organi-
zations working to address the systematic 
causes of urban poverty through commu-
nity organizing, advocacy and leadership 
development. 

The Present 
In addition to learning the history of the 
Burgess Urban Fund, the evening focused 
on the present of the Fund and ECM’s 
work for social and economic justice.   
Renata Teodoro, Co-Founder and Lead 
Coordinator of the Student Immigrant 
Movement, a current Burgess Urban Fund 
grantee, shared the work of her incredible 
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ECM Annual Dinner
continued from page 1

statewide immigrant youth-led organi- 
zation working to build leaders who are 
invested in improving their communities 
through relational building, leadership 
development and electoral organizing.
 ECM also presented its annual social 
justice awards to outstanding individuals 
and entities:  The Rev. Robert Tobin pre-
sented The Robert W. Tobin Award to  
The Rev. Edward M. Cardoza, Founder and 
Executive Director of Still Harbor; Retired 
Bishop Barbara Harris presented the Bar-
bara C. Harris Award to Ella Auchincloss, 
Founder, The Leadership Development 
Initiative and The Rev. Liz Steinhauser, 
Director of Youth Programs, St. Stephen’s 
in Boston’s South End. Finally, Kathy Luce, 
a partner at event sponsor, Maloney Prop-
erties, presented The Bishop M. Thomas 
Shaw, SSJE Award to Boston Warm Coalition.   

The Future
Guests at the dinner had the opportunity 
to meet the twenty current Burgess Urban 

Bishop Gates invited Retired Bishop Barbara 
Harris to the podium and surprised her with 
flowers and a rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday” 
from the audience to celebrate her 85th birthday 

Sister Simone Campbell during her keynote reads  
an excerpt from her book, “A Nun on the Bus” 

Former ECM Board Member, The Rev. Zenetta 
Armstrong urged guests to donate to ECM’s Burgess 
Urban Fund to support grants to future organizations 
working for social and economic justice

 The Rev. Laura Everett, Mass Coalition of Church, 
greets Bishop Harris

(Left) ECM’s Acting Executive Director,  
Bishop Bud Cederholm (center) talks with 
Bishop Burgess’ daughters, Margaret Burgess 
Harrison (left) and Julia Burgess (right)
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Fund grantees and hear about their   
current organizing efforts for immigrants’ 
rights, workers’ rights, women’s empower-
ment, housing and youth and their plans 
for the future.
 Finally, the evening’s keynote was  
presented by Sister Simone Campbell, 
Executive Director of NETWORK, a Catholic 
social justice lobbying group, but best 
known for her social activism and her  
latest book, A Nun on the Bus. Sister Camp-
bell’s captivating and inspiring keynote 
inspired us to change ourselves to make 
change for those facing social injustice, 

“…what I would like to urge you to do 
tonight, is to have patriotic courage to do 
the very tough thing of touching the pain 
in our world as real. Not turning your eyes, 
not shutting it off, not turning your back, 
but touching it. You don’t have to fix it all, 
you just have to touch it, because I know 
when you touch the pain of the world 
around you, we’re changed. Our hearts  
are broken open, and what I’ve discovered 
is when my heart is broken open, there’s 
room for everybody.” Sister Campbell 
went on to present her new social justice 
method called holy curiosity and sacred 

gossip. Holy curiosity makes us ask   
people very improper questions to un-
derstand if justice is happening (e.g., are  
you making more than minimum wage); 
sacred gossip is the act of sharing the  
truth that’s hidden in many dark corners.
“I believe we are called to holy curiosity 
and sacred gossip so that we know that 
we’re in this together.”
 To those that attended the annual  
dinner, thank you for coming and for your 
support. To those who could not attend,  
we thank you for your support and hope 
to see you next year.  

Sister Simone Campbell receives a 
standing ovation for her inspiring 
keynote.  Surrounding her (left to right) 
are:  Julia Burgess, ECM Board Member 
The Rev. Jacqueline Clark and The  
Rev. Sara Irwin.

Award winner The Rev. Liz Steinhauser with 
ECM Board Chair, The Rev. Noah Evans

ECM Social Justice Award winners:  (L-R) June Cooper of City Mission Society accepts for Boston  
Warm Coalition; The Rev. Ed Cardoza, Still Harbor;  Ella Auchincloss, LDI; and The Rev. Liz Steinhauser, 
St. Stephen’s in Boston’s South End

The Rev.  
Ed Rodman 
called Mel 
King up to 
join him  
on stage.
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Save 

These 

Dates

Join Us for These 
Two Fall EvEnTs 

Designed for YOU  
and Members of your Parish!

Striving for Justice and Peace:  
An ECM Mission Discernment Day

October 24, 2015, 9am to 12:30pm
Grace Chapel @ First Evangelical Lutheran Church

900 Main Street, Brockton, MA 02301

What does Justice mean to you? How does your congregation engage in bringing 
about Peace in your community? As Christians how are we called to engage with the 
world? Come pray and reflect with other leaders on the role the church can and does 
play in working for social and economic justice. This is an opportunity both to learn 

about ECM’s work and also to share what you know. Connect with others who are 
interested in our Biblical call to work for justice, including ECM Grantees.

Preparing for the Prince of Peace:  
An Advent ECM Mission Discernment Day

December 5, 2015, 9am to 12:30pm
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

74 South Common Street, Lynn, MA 01902

Born in a stable, persecuted by the established powers, refugee in Egypt. 
What does Jesus’s life have to tell us about the work of Justice in our communities? 

Join ECM in an Advent day of reflection about the coming of Jesus 
into the world and how it relates to us.

To register for these events go to EpiscopalCityMission.Eventbrite.com. 
Questions? Contact Mary Beth Mills-Curran at marybeth@episcopalcitymission.org



Thank you  
“Life Together”

We want to thank the Life Together 
program for granting ECM our  
Life Together Emmaus Fellow,  

Lydia Strand this past year. Lydia was truly a 
wonderful addition to the ECM team and she 
was instrumental in planning Meet our Legis-
lator Events with parishes and in our work with 
the Ecumenical Advocacy Coalition and the 
Beloved Community Coalition. We wish her all 
the best in her new position with our partner, 
the Leadership Development Initiative.
 We look forward to welcoming our new  
fellow Ashton Murray on August 24th. Ashton  
is from Pittsboro, North Carolina and attended 
the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
where he studied Public Policy, African American 
Studies, and Social and Economic Justice. In 
May of 2015, he graduated with a Masters of 
Divinity from Wake Forest University School   
of Divinity. His undergraduate and graduate 
studies made him, “very passionate about un-
derstanding the intersections of public policy 
and religion.” His experiences of working as a 
community organizer and in a church have en-
couraged him to recognize the theological im-
perative of advocating and fighting for social 
and economic justice. He is looking forward to 
working with ECM to better understand how to 
best engage the public policy arena to create 
positive change in the lives of ordinary citizens.  
We, at ECM, looking forward to working with 
Ashton and welcome him to the ECM team!    
If you would like to contact Ashton, you can 
reach him at ashton@episcopalcitymission.org.

 Incoming ECM Life Together Fellow, Ashton Murray.  

P L E A S E  J O i n  u S  F O r  O u r

Annual Business Meeting  
of the Corporation

Saturday, October 31, 2015
9am–noon

Church of the Holy Spirit, Mattapan 
525 River Street, Mattapan

This is a fiduciary responsibility for elected  
delegates and canonically resident clergy. 

register now for  
ECM’s Annual Meeting
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To register, please contact Lucena Daley 

lucena@episcopalcitymission.org  
or 617.482.4826 x 207

Parking available 

x
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ECM awards $50,000 in grants through our  
Wider Community Partnership Grant Program

The goal of ECM’s Wider Community 
Partnership Grants program is to 
support and partner with like-minded 

organizations in the community that are 
working to address issues of social and 
economic injustice. This grant program, 
like all other grants awarded by ECM is 
coordinated by an ECM staff person in 
collaboration with a committee made  
up of ECM Board members, partners  
from parishes and the wider community. 

Boston Faith and Justice Network 
An organization of Christians seeking  
justice through personal, community,  
and policy change. BFJN gathers Christians 
from many different traditions sharing  
a common concern to love our neighbor 
through economic discipleship and en-
gages them to think about resources,  
from the money we earn, to the food we 
eat, to the places we live. This grant will 
fund general operating costs and a series 
of short digital storytelling resources. 
These short videos will feature public  
narrative from men and women whose 
giving has been impacted by the practice 
of economic discipleship. These individu-
als will share how they have shifted their 
personal spending to be able to give  
more generously. 

City Mission Society 
City Mission Society of Boston catalyzes 
action to root out poverty in our neigh-
borhoods by means of programs and  
activities that embody the following  
guiding principles of empowerment,  
education and partnership. CMS has  
identified homelessness prevention as  
the organization’s primary focus. In 2014 
City Mission Society took a leadership role 
in convening and managing the Religious 
Leaders for Long Island Refugees/Boston 
Warm and will continue to work with this 
coalition of leaders. This grant will sup-
port their work with Boston Warm and  
the engagement of participants from  

their Public Voice Project in that initia- 
tive. The PVP has served as a vehicle to 
promote civic engagement and social  
justice by delivering personal stories  
of homelessness to members of  
congregations since 2005. 

Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries 
Founded in 1966 by clergy and laity 
to address poverty, housing and racial 
justice, CMM’s mission is to mobilize  
congregations and communities across 
economic, religious, racial, and ethnic 
boundaries so that, in partnership, we  

can work more effectively for a just and 
peaceful society. This grant will assist  
in funding the launch of Values over  
Violence, a collaboration with clergy and 
other religious leaders, both urban and 
suburban, to come together to address 
the employment needs of youth, includ-
ing those in the court system, in the   
Department of Youth Services, and in  
the ranks of ex-offenders.  

Massachusetts Council of Churches 
“A network of individuals, congregations 
and denominations convinced that what 

(Above)
UU Mass Action 
Immigration Rally

(Left) The Rev. June 
Cooper at the State 
House with moms 
from A Lift Up, City 
Mission Society's 
program to assist 
women with young 
children who are in 
danger of losing 
their housing
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binds us together in Christ is stronger 
than what divides us.” MCC is working  
to lead the renewal of the vibrant, ecu-
menical local church in Massachusetts, 
encouraging critical, adaptive ministry 
and creating opportunities for Christian 
advocacy and interfaith dialogue. This 
grant will fund their general operating 
expenses and specifically their collabora-
tion work with ECM in the Ecumenical  
Advocacy Coalition and their work   
with #Boston Warm.

Partakers 
A faith-based, non-profit organization 
founded in 1997 to address the issue of 
education as the key factor in providing 
rehabilitation and impacting the rate of 
prisoner recidivism. Partakers’ mission  
is to reduce prisoner recidivism through 
community mentoring and the advance-
ment of education. They are committed  
to advancing restorative justice, rehabili-
tation and the healing transformation  
of both prisoners and society. Their grant 
will fund their correspondence course 
program and their mentoring program 
which partners members of the faith  
community with students during  
incarceration and after their release.
     
UU Mass Action 
An organization founded to build a more 
unified and collective voice for Unitarian 
Universalists in Massachusetts around  
issues of justice and to create a space for 
resource sharing and leadership develop-
ment among parishes undertaking social 
justice work. This grant will support their 
general operating expenses and their  
continued organizing work on immigra-
tion reform, criminal justice reform and 
environmental justice. 

To learn more about this grant program 
please contact: Katie Campbell Simons  
at Katie@EpiscopalCityMission.org  
or 617-482-4826 ext. 224.

Boston University students in  
the Partakers College Behind Bars 
Mentoring Program, taken with 
their mentors at the BU Graduation 
ceremony held at the prisons. The 
mentors in the pictures represents 
community volunteers from 
Andover Newton Theology School, 
Twelfth Baptist Church of Roxbury, 
and Old South Church of Boston.

Archbishop Oscar Romero Prayer:  
A Step Along The Way
By Bishop Kenneth e. Utener, Diocese of saginaw
 
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise 
that is God's work. Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying that  
the Kingdom always lies beyond us.

No statement says all that could be said.

No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No confession brings perfection.

No pastoral visit brings wholeness.

No program accomplishes the Church's mission.

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about.

We plant the seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.

We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an

opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between  
the master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

Amen
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Alarge part of ECM’s pledge to the Together Now Campaign 
goes to support the Mission Hubs.  We also continue to 
support the Hub Implementation Committee with staff 

time. Over the years, they have grown from one pilot project on 
the South Coast to seven hubs operating around the Diocese. 
Here’s the latest news from the Mission Hubs! 

South Coast
The South Coast Mission Hub is deepening its grassroots con- 
nections with the community through its flagship programs,  
Life Together (welcoming three interns this year) and Project  
Discovery (the after-school and summer program for children   
in the North End of New Bedford). They are also mining new  
mentoring relationships with youth in Fall River!

South Shore
The South Shore Mission Hub has completed its search for an  
Executive Director with the hiring of John Manning. He is joining 
Dan Margolis, Director of Youth Ministry in starting the south 
shore’s work in addressing under-resourced youth in that area. 
Parishes in the Hub are developing a Youth Brigade at Grace  
Chapel in Brockton. The Hub is reaching out to community  
partners around the housing issue faced by foster children aging  
out of the system; Christ Church in Quincy has donated office 
space.

Cape and Islands
The Cape and Islands Mission Hub has taken this summer to do 
some critical overhauling of programming. They have revamped 
the Senior Listening program and are looking to offer additional 
programs to the deanery churches. They are looking to create a 
Steering Committee for the Creation Care aspect of the program; 
and are continuing to discern how, and what the best practices 
are, to meet the needs of the Deanery youth.

Merrimack Valley
The Merrimack Valley Mission Hub is a ministry to youth at risk   
in the gateway cities of Lawrence, Lowell and Haverhill. The Hub 
provides creative after-school programming including tutoring, 
music lessons, theater, culinary arts, family nights as well as  
Montessori-based education and social services. The first year   

Highlights from the Mission Hubs

of the Mission Hub has been extremely successful and they  
look forward to expanding their ministry this upcoming year.

Metro West
The Metrowest Mission Hub is now fully staffed with the new ad-
dition of Program Director, Sara Costa Yuen. They are busy creating 
a new paradigm for our children’s Portuguese language program 
as well as staffing these programs with part-time instructors.

Roxbury Dorchester
Newly approved late this spring, the first step for the Roxbury/
Dorchester Hub is hiring a Program Director and developing a 
contract that defines their mission, community involvement and 
responsibilities to the committee. After a Director is hired the 
 hub will begin launching its dual programs for teens and seniors 
—eventually building to an organizing and ESOL program.

North Shore
This year the North Shore mission Hub has been actively engaged 
in their network of poverty-alleviation ministries to the people  
of the North Shore. Several programs, including a choir school, a 
summer program for kids, a drop in center for homeless men and 
women and program to support working mothers were joined 
together under the Hub. The Hub is especially working to strengthen 
the spiritual connections between the leaders and congregations 
to support the work as it goes forward.

South 
Coast 
Mission 
Hub 
members, 
staff and 
fellows

The Lopez family and 
daughters Jessica and 
Sarah with their 
Portuguese teacher 
Eva Santos, at 
the Festa Junina (June 
Festival) held at St. 
Andrew’s Framingham 
in early June 
2015. This is an 
annual event to share 
in the cultural tradi-
tions of Brazil.

Janya and Leandro doing 
math work at FEAST (Fun 
and Enrichment After School 
at Trinity) at the Merrimack 
Valley Hub
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MEET OUR LEGISLATOR EVENTS UPDATE

On Wednesday, April 8th, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Dorchester hosted 
State Senator Linda Dorcena Forry for the first “Meet Our Legislator” Event 
in which parishioners had a time to meet, hear from, and ask questions 

of their local legislator. Close to 25 people were present at the event—both  
St. Mary’s parishioners and local community members. After Senator Forry told 
the story of how she journeyed to her position as State Senator, people asked 
questions about issues ranging from traffic issues to mental health to job creation. 
 ECM would like to support your parish in hosting a similar meet-and-greet 
event with your local legislator. Please contact Ashton Murray, ECM’s Life Together 
fellow, if you would like to explore what this could look like at your parish  
(ashton@episcopalcitymission.org OR 617-482-4826 x 227). 

Ruy Costa’s leadership in helping ECM’s 
ministry grow over the last 16 years. We 
may be in transition, but we are not slow-
ing down nor resting on our laurels. We 
continue to live into our Baptism promises, 
especially, “Will you strive for justice and 
peace and respect the dignity of every hu-
man being?”  YES, we do, with God’s help!  
 This is probably the only opportunity  
I will have to write you a letter as your act-
ing director. So I am going to be bold and, 
not surprisingly, express my passion for 
Eco Justice, challenging us to consider 
expanding our justice work to include  
advocacy, action, funding and support for 
congregations and organizations working 
for eco justice and the poor who suffer the 
most from the disastrous consequences  
of climate change: storms, droughts, pollu-
tion of air and waters, rising and warming 
seas and the 6th major period of species 
extinction that the earth has ever experi-
enced. Shouldn’t our baptism promise  
say, respect the dignity of every human  
being and all life on earth?
 Eco Justice is already a part of ECM’s 
witness. I and most in the diocese rejoiced 
when ECM boldly and prophetically   
divested from fossil fuels last year. Some 
said it was not the right fiduciary action  
to take and ECM would be risking poorer 
returns. Well, those who have fiduciary 
responsibility for the finances of an insti-
tution also have a fiduciary responsibility 
to support the core values of the institu-
tion they serve. ECM is about justice for 
the poor and most vulnerable and divest-
ing was a great fiduciary and moral deci-
sion in support of these core values.   
AND, recent reports tell us the overall per-
formance of our fossil fuel free invest-
ments with Trillium has increased 4 to 6% 
in the past year!  ECM led the way as the 
first Episcopal entity in Massachusetts  
to actually divest and not just talk about. 
ECM put its money where its mouth was. 
We now look forward to the fossil fuel free 
investment vehicle the Diocesan Conven-
tion overwhelmingly asked the Diocesan 
Trustees of Donations for in 2013 so that 

continued from page 1

the diocese and congregations can 
choose fossil free investments as ECM 
has done.
 ECM has made, and is making, a  
significant difference through its mis-
sion toward social, economic and racial 
justice. In joining the worldwide Divest-
ment and Reinvestment movement, 
ECM is making a difference though its 

The overall performance of  
our fossil fuel-free investments 
with Trillium have increased 
four to six percent in the  
past year!

From the Acting Executive Director 
Bishop Bud Cederholm

prophetic witness and corporate action  
for eco justice. What would it look like  
if ECM expanded its Eco Justice witness,  
advocacy and action on behalf of all life on 
earth?  Climate Change is one of the most 
critical moral, justice issues the Church and 
world face today. The catastrophic conse-
quences to all life on earth if faith commu-
nities and community organizations don’t 
make eco justice a prophetic priority will 
change all life on earth as we know it. ECM  
is a leader in the Divestment movement, 
what do you think about ECM taking more 
leadership in the church and community, 
striving for peace, justice and eco justice, 
respecting the dignity of all life on earth?  
Please let us know.

State Senator Linda Dorcena Forry attended the first “Meet Our Legislator”  
Event at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Dorchester
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PEOPLE IN MISSION  continued from page 12

before, and yet she came to be with me 
too. Our presence to children is God’s 
presence! Growing up is a faith journey 
with God who helps us to discern what we 
can give to others.  What we discern often 
is that which we love to do, our passion! 
It’s what we love to do. It’s our passion!  
Within communities I see miracles every 
day! People who lovingly say, “what can  
I do?” and do it! All ages experience  
miracles. One Sunday in my four-year old 
church school class, one little girl came. 
We were dressing Jesus in swaddling 
cloths and talking. I asked her “Do you 
think Jesus was a boy or a girl” (the doll by 
the way was a boy). I was curious to learn 
how a four-year-old perceives everything 
that happens in her life during the Advent 
and Christmas season. She answered, “Oh, 
Jesus was a girl” I thought, what are you 
going to ask now!” I said, “Well when Jesus 
grew up he was a man and she looked at 
me and casually said, “I know he changed.” 
We continued to add a halo to the baby’s 
head and holding this child of and for  
all creation, she heard the Christmas Story 
once again. Children’s perceptions and 
our perceptions of their words are the 
Church right now! Not the, often-used 
term, “future of the church” as though  
we were pruning individuals to lead what 
WE perceive as the future Church. Only 
God knows where we are going and we 
need to listen!

What is your motivation?
I have experienced pulls from God to act. 
It is hard to describe but an inner warmth 
sweeps through and I find myself dream-
ing about what could be. And often say 
why not? With God all things are possible 
in community. Within community there is 
encouragement and support to do the 
impossible. My motivation are the memo-
ries of being hungry as a child and know-
ing how hard my mother worked to raise 
three children after my father died. The 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Orleans and  
ECM trusted, listened, and supported the 
dream of Food 4 Kids from 2011 until now. 
The church community is at the very core 
of the action of this Faith Based/Federal 

Government partnership into the future.  
It is here to stay with more and more com-
munity organizations becoming involved 
such as recreation programs, farmer’s 
markets, anti-hunger advocacy groups, 
town select boards, local school depart-
ments, summer science institutes, camps, 
libraries, and many faith communities 
who volunteer and support the program 
financially. For 2015, the program serves 
all 8 towns on the lower/outer Cape   
creating over 24,000 meals at 14 meal 
sites during the 8-1/2 weeks of summer. 
Childhood hunger is very hidden on  
this beautiful arm of Massachusetts   
surrounded by the sea.

What are the most rewarding and most 
challenging parts of your ministry?
Time and distances are the biggest chal-
lenge to the Food 4 Kids ministry. It takes 

For 2015, the program serves 
all 8 towns on the lower/outer 
Cape creating over 24,000 
meals at 14 meal sites during 
the 8-1/2 weeks of summer.

The Leadership  
Development  
Initiative launches  
a new program: 
The LDI Faith- 
Rooted Track
 

ECM’s partner, the Leadership  
Development Initiative is launching 
a new year-long training and orga-

nizing program for church-based teams 
who feel called to do God’s work of justice 
and transform themselves and their  
communities. Using a multicultural,  
faith-rooted curriculum, that incorporates 
Christian power analysis based on Rev. 
Alexia Salvatierra’s teachings, the LDI 
Faith-Rooted Track will support congre-
gations in developing relationships with 
other churches and organizations in their 
communities across dividing lines of race 
and class. Over the course of the year, 
churches will create strong teams, and 
discern and execute meaningful, impact-
ful local action with their cross-racial  
or cross-class partners. LDI will provide 
support with training and coaching.
 The next event will be held on Saturday, 
November 21st from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
—“Discerning a Collective Call to Action” 
training (location TBD). This will be a time 
for parishes to collectively discern the 
urgent needs in their community and 
where they feel called to act by learning 
and practicing public narrative and the  
1:1 meeting.
 For more information about this new  
program and the event, contact LDI’s  
Executive Director, Duncan Hilton  
(duncan@lditeam.org). 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Orleans 
student volunteers preparing meals 
for the Summer Food Service 
Program "Food 4 Kids" 
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everyone in the eight town communities 
working together with Church of the  
Holy Spirit, Orleans (CHS) as the “light” to 
address the problem of hidden childhood 
hunger. Volunteers from CHS (about 70), 
other faith communities and the wider 
community (80 more) have helped the 
program to work. If you are interested in 
doing this in your community, it is a real 
miracle and it can happen. There is a great 
need for this program in our Diocese.  
In the U.S. only 18% of children who  
qualify for free/reduced lunches in schools 
receive meals in the summer. Let’s be a 
light. When a parish (CHS) or a Diocese 
(like the Diocese of Vermont, Diocese of 
Western Mass.) becomes a sponsor, the 
program works! It is a unique partnership. 
 The rewards are the children’s faces, 
eating and reading new books given away 
every day (if you find a golden ticket in 
your lunch bag). Seven books are given 
away at each of the 14 sites each day. 
Feeding minds, hearts and bodies is the 
joy. Young people working and volunteer-
ing each day. About 30 young people 
ages 5–18 are an integral part of the pro-

gram; developing leadership skills and 
working for others. A cross section of all 
ages work together at the church Monday 
through Friday. We are really making a 
difference locally but the dream is to take 
the CHS model and help others to do the 
same in the Diocese. The other challenge 
is the education surrounding childhood 
hunger and why it happens. Let’s begin 
with, “It’s never the child’s fault that they 
are hungry.” Let’s start there! Solving this 
need is a social justice issue for children 
who have no voice. As Bishop Coburn 
said, “Justice is love at long range.” The 
Church of the Holy Spirit and the Diocese 
are committed to social justice which be-
gins in the local church and community. 

What would be your recommendation 
to another parish who wants to do this 
type of work in their community?
A leader in a parish who is committed to 
starting a sponsorship with support from 
groups in the Parish is critical to begin. 
Episcopal City Mission created the frame-
work of an economic development plan 
which can be followed to assist parishes.  

Often becoming a meal site first such  
as the B-SAFE program in Boston helps  
to understand the program which leads  
to becoming a sponsor. Project Bread in 
Boston is a great support for new sponsor-
ships as is the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education.  
I would be happy to answer questions to 
help a parish toward this ministry. I can 
also visit a parish to speak and/or visually 
see if the buildings are set up to be a  
central kitchen. The program creates jobs 
for young and old (our parish now has  
10 part-time jobs created) and supports 
local community businesses. I will gladly 
answer questions as will the Reverend 
Anne Koehler-retired who is our financial 
staff person. Please call, Ruth W. Campbell 
at 413-537-9200 or The Reverend Anne  
at Koehler 508-255-0453.

Church of the Holy Spirit, Orleans volunteers preparing meals for the Summer Food Service 
Program "Food 4 Kids" 

The meal plans and numbers for a day's tasks  
at Church of the Holy Spirit, Orleans

Kids at Wellfleet site enjoy "Food 4 Kids" lunch
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To those that don’t know you, how  
do we best introduce you (personally 
and professionally)?
God has always been my friend, from my 
earliest childhood memories. I could pray 
with God but most often I ran things by 
God and listened and prayed for God’s 
answer. God was and is an ever present 
“What do you think about this,” gentle 
friend. I have loved working with children 
from babysitting days, to recreation leader, 
to kindergarten teacher, to family child 
care provider, to extensive work with  
the USDA Child Care Food Program State-
statewide, to national nutrition education 
trainer, to Christian Education teacher/
director, to Director of the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) of Greater Spring-
field, MA led by the Diocese of Western  
Mass. I am currently the Director of the 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) 

“Food 4 Kids” for the Lower/Outer Cape. 
This sponsorship began with a grant from 
the Episcopal City Mission in 2012. Beyond 
local work, I was a Western Mass represen-
tative in National Episcopal Child Advocacy 
work and DoveMass in this Diocese. I also 
worked as the Western Mass staff person 
for Project Bread of Boston doing anti- 
hunger advocacy and legislative work.     

What are the core convictions of your 
faith that inform your actions/work?
At my 1st communion as I walked into  
the church in procession I saw my aunt  
in the crowd and I remember feeling the 
first real sense of community. Community 
starts within our families and spreads to 
church, local and global communities. My 
aunt had five girls, the youngest of whom 
had made her 1st communion the week 
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